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PEACE

International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence
for the Children of theWorld
(2001-2010)

On 4 December 2006, the General Assembly again stated that the objective
of the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the Children
of the World isto further strengthen the global movement for a culture of peace
(resolution 61/45). The Assembly invited States to continue to expand their
activities promoting such a culture and encouraged UNESCO, as lead agency for the
Decade, to further strengthen its activities to promote a culture of peace. It also
encouraged the new Peacebuilding Commission to promote a culture of peace and
non-violence for children.

The Assembly proclaimed the International Decade in 1998, following the
observance of the International Y ear for the Culture of Peace in 2000 (resolution
53/25 of 10 November). It invited non-governmental organizations, religious bodies
and groups, educational institutions, artists and the media to support the Decade for
the benefit of every child of the world.

I nternational Year of Reconciliation
(2009)

On 20 November 2006, the General Assembly decided to proclaim 2009 as
the International Y ear of Reconciliation (resolution 61/17). It expressed its steadfast
determination to pursue reconciliation processes in those societies affected or
divided by conflicts, describing such processes as necessary for the establishment of
firm and lasting peace.



The Assembly invited concerned Governments and international and non-
governmental organizations to support reconciliation processes among such
societies. It also invited them to implement adequate cultural, educational and social
programmes to promote the concept of reconciliation, including the holding of
conferences and seminars, and the dissemination of information on the subject.

International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers
(29 May)

The Assembly has designated 29 May of each year as the International Day
of United Nations Peacekeepers, to pay tribute to all the men and women who have
served in United Nations peacekeeping operations for their high level of
professionalism, dedication and courage, and to honour the memory of those who
have lost their livesin the cause of peace (resolution 57/129, 11 December 2002).

The Assembly invited al Member States, organizations of the United
Nations system, non-governmental organizations and individuals to observe the Day
in an appropriate manner.

I nternational Day of Peace
(21 September)

In 1981, the General Assembly declared that the opening day of its regular
session in September “shall be officially dedicated and observed as the International
Day of Peace and shall be devoted to commemorating and strengthening the ideals of
peace both within and among al nations and peoples’ (resolution 36/67). 1n 1998,
the Assembly reaffirmed that the Day should continue to be observed on the opening
day of its annual regular session (resolution 52/232 of 4 June).

On 7 September 2001, the Assembly decided that, beginning in 2002, the
International Day of Peace shall be observed on 21 September each year, with this date
to be brought to the attention of all people for the celebration and observance of peace
(resolution 55/282). It declared that the Day shall, henceforth, be observed as a day of
global ceasefire and non-violence, an invitation to al nations and people to honour a
cessation of hostilities throughout the Day. It aso invited Member States, United
Nations bodies, regional and non-governmental organizations to commemorate the Day
and to cooperate with the United Nations in establishing the global ceasefire.



International Decades and Years

2001-2010 International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the Children
of the World

8 March

21 March

Beginning 21
March

26 March 2007

4 April

29 May

21 September
24-30 October

6 November

20 November
25 November
2 December

10 December
11 December
18 December
19 December

20 December

Annual Days and Weeks

United Nations Day for Women's Rights and International Peace
(International Women's Day)

International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

Week of Solidarity with the Peoples Struggling against Racism and
Racial Discrimination

International Day for the Commemoration of the Two-hundredth
Anniversary of the Abolition of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action
International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers

International Day of Peace

Disarmament Week

International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the Environment in
War and Armed Conflict

Universal Children’s Day

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women
International Day for the Abolition of Slavery

Human Rights Day

International Mountain Day

International Migrants Day

United Nations Day for South-South Cooperation

International Human Solidarity Day



